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can deceive a man who always follows truth, for it ought to be
impossible that untruth will not be exposed in his presence. The
most difficult vow to keep is the vow of truth. Out of lakhs who
may strive to follow truth, only a rare person will succeed complete-
ly in the course of his present life.

When somebody utters a lie before me, I get more angry with
myself than with him because I then realize that untruth still exists
somewhere deep in me.

The word satya comes from sat, which means "to be", "to
exist". Only God is ever the same through all time. A thousand
times honour to him who has succeeded, through love and
devotion for this satya, in opening out his heart permanently to its
presence. I have been but striving to serve that truth. I have, I
believe, the courage to jump from the top of the Himalayas for its
sake. At the same time, I know that I am still very far from that
truth. As I advance towards it, I perceive my weakness ever
more clearly and the knowledge makes me humble. It is possible
to be puffed up with pride so long as one does not know one's
own insignificance. But once a man sees it, his pride melts away.
Mine melted away long ago. I can very well understand why
Tulsidas called himself a villain. This path is for the brave alone;
the timid had better not tread it. He who strives for all the twenty-
four hours of the day ever meditating on truth, whether eating,
drinking, sitting, sleeping, spinning or easing himself, doing any-
thing whatever, will certainly have his whole being filled with truth.
And when the sun of truth blazes in all its glory in a person's heart,
he will not remain hidden. He will not, then, need to use speech and
to explain. Or, rather, every word uttered by him will be charged
with such power, such life, that it will produce an immediate effect
on the people. I do not have this truth in me. But, as I hap-
pen to be treading this path, I am in the unhappy condition of
the castor-oil plant which, as they say, is king on a tree-less heath.

Truth cannot exist without love. Truth includes non-violence,
brahmacharya, non-stealing and other rules. It is only for conve-
nience that the five jamas have been mentioned separately. The
man who commits violence after knowing truth falls from truth.
That a man who has known truth can be lecherous is as incon-
ceivable as that darkness may exist despite the sun shining. If,
we have, before 31st of December, even one person who will
follow truth to this perfect degree, swaraj is a certainty, for every-
one will have to obey his word as law. The sun's light does not
need to be pointed out. Truth shines with its own light and is
its own proof. In these evil times, it is difficult to follow truth